
December/January 

 
‘Tis the season…  I hear that kind of thing all the time.  A local radio sta-
tion here in Corpus will be playing Christmas music until December 25.  I 
wonder each year if the Grinch had it right. 
 
We’re in Advent, the season leading up to Christmas.  Then comes the 
Sundays after Christmas, followed by the Epiphany season.  This year the 
Epiphany season is kind of short.  So, we’re expectation with the people of 
the Old Testament, going with the shepherds to see this thing that has 
happened, then going with the Magi and many others to tell what they 
have seen and heard.  It’s a busy time of year for the three and half 
weeks, but, after December 25, not so much.  It’s not so busy if you don’t 
count the Day of a Million Exchanges on December 26. 
 
At the center of all this is the event for which we look in Advent, and for 
which we continue to look in Epiphany:  the Eschaton, the appearing in  
Jesus on the Last Day.  That’s the thing we eagerly expect in Advent, 
which we know will happen as we go to Bethlehem, and which we         
proclaim in Epiphany. 
 
Yet, as great as that is, the events surrounding our celebrations and ob-
servances become incredibly busy.  Now, I’m not here to tell anyone not to 
attend an office party, or not to visit with family for Christmas.  What I am 
here to do is sound the warning that these very things, blessings as they 
are, can easily become idols – strange gods. 
 
Strange gods, idols, are nothing new.  You’ve probably heard me say that 
the biggest idol we have is the one we see in the mirror each day.  At this 
time of year, though, that biggest idol has a way of building a complicated 
system of other strange gods.   
 
This is not an encouragement to do this or that.  This is a warning about 
something very important:  Spiritual Warfare, or, for lack of a better word, 
Holy War. 

 
Throughout the Old Testament and even into the New, whenever idols set 
up shop among God’s people, the result was not trying to lure people back 
to the true God.  The result was a holy war, the true God waging war and 
dominating the false gods that oppressed His people. 
 
It would seem that the thing to do is muster our strength and resolve, but 
we have none.  Remember who our chief idol is?  Martin Luther wrote in 
the Large Catechism, “For we dwell in the flesh and carry the old Adam 
about our neck.  He exerts himself and encourages us daily to unchastity, 
laziness, gluttony, and drunkenness, greed and deception,…  In short, the 
old Adam encourages us to have all kinds of evil lusts…” (LC III:102). 



 
At this time of year, when the tug of the things of this world becomes amazingly strong, 
we cannot trust ourselves.  Rather, we go back to the true God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  As the Small Catechism states concerning the petition, “And lead us not 
into temptation: 
 
We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us, so that the devil, the world, 
and our flesh may not be deceive us  nor seduce us into false belief, despair, and other 
great shame and vice.  Though we are attacked by these things, we pray that still we 
may finally overcome them and gain the victory. 
 
In this time of year, our Lord grants us defenses against these attacks.  It’s not a ques-
tion of if, but when we are attacked, the Lord God has not left us to fend for ourselves.  
Rather, He gives us what He has promised.  In the promise of our baptism, our Lord 
gives us the certainty that we have died with Jesus and have been raised with Him to 
new life.  At the Lord’s Holy Supper, we’re given the certainty of sins forgiven because 
Jesus has brought us to participate in His sacrifice.  In Absolution, we have the prom-
ise that, as we do fail, our Lord stands ready to forgive for Jesus’ sake.  We’re given 
the gift of prayer in which, not only are we commanded to pray, but God for Jesus’ 
sake promises to hear us.  Finally, we are given the holy Word of God. 
 
In these safe havens, as we go to the Word and to prayer each day, as we go to our 
Lord’s table, as we take refuge in the promise of our Baptism and love to hear the 
words of Absolution, there is sure defense in the midst of a holy war in which the unho-
ly trinity of the devil, the world, and our flesh would love nothing more than to pry us 
away from the refuge God gives us in Jesus by the Holy Spirit. 
 
In this time of year, it’s busy.  There are lots of demands on time.  The chief idol to 
which we all fall prey will set up an intricate system of gods to lead us astray before we 
are even aware of it. 
 
So, what do we do?  I’d say go to the office party.  Celebrate.  Sing carols.  Try not to 
overeat or overspend.  Drive carefully.  But, keep a proper perspective. 
 
You, yes, you are in the midst of spiritual warfare!  It’s not just the Christmas season; 
it’s every hour of every day.  But, you have been claimed by Christ.  Do not be over-
come.  Instead, keep watch.  Take refuge in the holy Word.  Be diligent in prayer.  Be 
at the Lord’s table often.  Remember your baptism daily.  Hear the word of absolution 
as it’s offered.  You are in the midst of a holy war, yet, in Jesus and only in Jesus, you 
will overcome and gain the victory. 
 



ELDER’S NOTES 

   DECEMBER and JANUARY 

We look forward to celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  He is God’s gift to us; the great-
est gift of all!  Many services are planned to prepare our hearts; including Advent services on Wednesday’s, 
Christmas Eve services; Christmas service and of course, our regular Sunday worship services.   

“Glory to God in the Highest”! That was the song of the angels, the shepherds heard outside Bethlehem. The 
Savior of the World had been born!  The shepherds heard the great news, leaving immediately to search for 
Mary and Joseph and the Baby Jesus. The radiance of God’s salvation warmed all who gathered around the 
manger. As we journey through the weeks before Christmas, let us remember this selflessness that emerged 
from our dear God, and teach our children the true meaning of Christmas.  Once again, the ageless story will be 
told on Christmas Eve by the Sunday School children.  Don't miss this presentation by our children celebrating 
Jesus Birth! 

We encourage all to participate in as many services as possible to give thanks to our God for all His gifts to us 
and be filled with the joy of Christ’s birth. 

We remind all members of our Voters Meeting December 13 between services. This is the annual meeting to 
approve the 2016 budget. Please make every effort to attend so we can meet our requirement of 50 members 
present to have a quorum. 

The Altar Guild has scheduled December 12th for Christmas decorating.  The Altar Guild schedules this event, 
but it is a church function and help is needed by all members who may be available to help. 

We pray all members will have a blessed, safe, and Merry Christmas. 

In January we celebrate the gift of a New Year from our God.  The church worldwide celebrates the Epiphany 
of our Lord on January 6 and we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord on January 10. 

We ask and pray that all members have a safe and blessed year.  We ask that members step forward to help in 
managing, guiding, and assisting Mt Olive committees and as we continue our long range planning.  We pray 
all members will take advantage of all church events, functions, and services as a time to join in fellowship and 
opportunity to continue their religious learning.  Place church events and services on your calendar as you do 
other personal events to remind you of church events and services. 

May all members have a Happy Blessed New Year!  God Bless Mt. Olive Lutheran church, our church work-
ers; and may God bless all our members and their families. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your Board of Elders. 

Gifts for Our Staff 
Monetary gifts for the staff at Mt. Olive are now being received.  If you wish to contribute, please feel free to 
use one of the all-purpose envelopes in the pew and mark it “Staff Gift”. Your gift will be shared amongst the 
staff unless it’s specified to whom it’s to go. 

  

  

 
   



 Words from the President 
 
 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
I hope you each had wonderful Thanksgiving and the Lord provided you with many blessings of family, 
friends and of course good food.  Thanksgiving is the prelude to Advent ,which, is already upon us.  As we 

look forward to the hope of Christ’s return, let us remember to support each other and our church now and 

in the coming year. 
 
Many exciting events are scheduled for this coming year.  A parenting seminar from evangelism, another 

offering of Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University, A visit and discussion from a missionary is sched-

uled.  Check the web site for the upcoming events. 
 
The long range planning committee has met twice and may have some news at our December 13th Voters 
Meeting.  Speaking to the Voters Meeting, A recommended Council budget will be on the table. Three cur-
rent Church Council Members are up for re-election. They are Emily Jirovec (Financial Secretary), Cassan-
dra Vlisides (Church Secretary) and myself as President. 
 We will also be nominating the Synodical President and First Vice-president. Plus any other exciting reports 
follow. 
 
Lastly, as we close the 2015 yearly let us pray for those Christians that are being persecuted for their faith.  
Remember our loved ones who have joined the Church Victorious and finally, please consider the efforts of 
our called workers this year who have devoted much time, energy and devotion for the overall benefit of Mt . 
Olive.  Gifts to that purpose would be gladly accepted by our illustrious and ever hard working treasurer or 
myself. Thank you for any consideration you ay consider. 
 
On behalf of the Church Council and all committees, have a Wonderful and Blessed Christmas season and 
very Happy and Healthy New Year!! 
 
Your Fellow Servant in Christ, 
 
Dean Vlisides, President 



December Birthdays 
 
Dec. 08  Mason Griffen 
Dec. 11  Elvira Michalk 
   Elizabeth Revis 
Dec. 12  Rachael Proske 
Dec. 13  Amy Abad 
   Sean Hanelt 
   Melissa Proske 
Dec. 15  Mavis Waterman 
Dec. 18  Doris Nelson 
   Keith Waddle 
Dec. 21  Ashley Hanelt 
Dec. 22  Isabella Strasheim 
Dec. 23  Deysi Epley 
   Barbara Williams 

January Birthdays 
 

Jan. 02 Taylor White 
Jan. 03 Julianna Dearing 
  Audrey Lyons 
Jan. 07 Laura Bauch 
Jan. 18 Brandy Griffen 
Jan. 27 Wayde William Adler 
  Jonathan Jennings 
  Valerie Johnson 

December Baptisms 
 

Dec. 01 Charlotte Wishert 
Dec. 04 Andrew Jones 
Dec. 05 Emily Jirovec 
Dec. 10 Suzanne Krueger 
Dec. 11 Sean Hanelt 
Dec. 12 Katherine Dearing 
Dec. 14 Preston Lyons 
  Isabella Strasheim 
Dec. 18 Ruby Rieder 
Dec. 23 Elizabeth Revis 
Dec. 24 Elvira Michalk 
Dec. 27 Stacy Havrda 
Dec. 31 Doris Nelson 

January Baptisms 
 

Jan. 01 Ken Catherman 
  David Cherry 
  Kim Cherry 
  Eunice Lewis 
  Bobbye Young 
Jan. 03 Marvin Figueroa, Jr. 
Jan. 07 Kristie Mosel 
  Quinn Mosel 
  Shelby Mosel  
  Sophia Mosel 
Jan. 15 Audrey Lyons 
Jan. 18 Jeremy Figueroa 
  Joshua Figueroa 
Jan. 19 Matthew Willoughby 
  Catherine Worley 
Jan. 20 Courtney Crow 
Jan. 24 Keith Strasheim 
Jan. 26 Juliana Dearing 



ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
For December, 2015 

Dec. 06 Logan Bowling   Dec. 20 Courtney Crow 
  Taylor White     Aniya Worley 
 
Dec. 13 Juianne Stacy   Dec. 27 Madison Strasheim 
  Rebecca Worley     Kristina Regalado 
 

December Confirmed 
 

Dec. 01 John Murphy 
  Rita Murphy 
  Ruby Rieder 
Dec. 02 James Diehl 
Dec. 10 Melissa Childs 
Dec. 14 Preston Lyons 
  Carla Strasheim 
Dec. 15 David Cherry 
  Kim Cherry 

January Confirmed 
 

Jan. 01 Ken Catherman 
  Michael Huck 
  Robert Westrup 
  Bobbye Young 
 

Elder’s Schedule for December 
 

Dec. 06      Dec. 24 
 8:00  Ken Catherman   6:30 p.m. Christmas  Pageant 
  David Simonds 
           1030 Ken Catherman   11:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 
  Matthew Catherman 
Dec. 13      Dec. 25 Christmas Day 
        9:30 a.m.  
         Ken Catherman 
  8:00 Bill Waterman     AQndy Epley 
  David Simonds 
 10:30 Dean Vlisides   Dec. 27 
  Andy Epley     8:00  John Moseley 
         Andy Epeley 
Dec. 20                10:30 John Moseley 
  8:00 Bill Waterman     Dean Vlisides 
           10:30 Steve Waterman 
  Ken Catherman 



Elder’s Schedule for  
Wednesday Advent Services 

 
Dec. 02  
 12:15 p.m.  David Simonds 
   7:00 p.m.  As available 
 
Dec. 09 
 12:15 p.m.  David Simonds 
   7:00 p.m.  As available 
 
Dec. 16 
  12:15 p.m. David Simonds 
    7:00 p.m. As available   

Elder’s Schedule for January 
 

Jan. 03 
 8:00   Bill Waterman 
 
 10:30  Dean Vlisides 
   Ken Catherman 
Jan. 10  
 8:00  Bill Waterman 
   David Simonds  
 10:30  John Moseley 
   Steve Waterman 
Jan. 17 
  8:00  Bill Waterman 
    
 10:30  Steve Waterman 
   Andy Epley 
Jan. 24 
  8:00  Ken Catherman 
   David Simonds 
 10:30  Ken Catherman 
   John Moseley 
Jan 31 
 8:00  Dean Vlisides 
 
 10:30  Andy Epley 
   Steve Waterman 



 
EVANGELISM NEWS 

 

Our evangelism committee has applied for a Grant from a grant fund set up by 
our Synod and which is for the purpose of bringing together our congregation 
and a community need.    All Lutheran churches are eligible to apply and those 
programs being granted the funds to carry out their plans will be notified in late 
January.   
Our plan entails presenting a superior “parenting skills” class, taught by a child 
psychologist, to our own school’s parents/daycare workers and also the neigh-
boring community.  The course will be taught here in our church free of charge 
and advertised throughout the surrounding area.  The course was developed by a 
school principal and a psychiatrist and is offered throughout school districts in 
several states to mothers, fathers, teachers, care givers, or any interested party.  A 
child psychologist ,Christina Ketchum, trained in this program, which is called 
“Love and Logic,”  will teach the class for us.   We plan to offer baby-sitting and 
snacks to help the parents . 
We want to follow this course with another outreach class about “divorce coun-
seling”  later in the year.  
We hope this will be a congregational outreach for all of our church members.  
Please join us in prayers that we receive the grant,  that we offer a warm and wel-
coming atmosphere to all who enter here, and that we all will join together in 
bringing these plans to success. 
 
Phyllis Bowling 
 

 
LWML Christmas Party 

 
  Tuesday, December 8, at 7 p.m. LWML will have their annual 
  pajama party. Come to church in your pajamas, bring your favorite                                  
  snack to share.  We will have an ornament exchange ($10-$15).                                
  Everyone is welcome. Come and have a good time. 



Christmas 

Caroling 
Warm up your voices! 

There will be Christmas caroling to 
fill the air. 

Christmas Program 
Echoes of the manger 

Rehearsals 
December 6, 13, 20 

Immediately after  
Late Service 

Lunch will be provided 



 

Christmas at Mt. Olive 
The King is Coming! 

Advent Midweek services 
December 6, 13, 20 

12:15 and 7 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve 

Thursday, December 24 
Children’s Christmas Program 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Candlelight Lessons and Carols 
11 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day Divine Service 

Friday, December 25 
 9:30 a.m. 



       

 Annual October 2015 YTD 2014 YTD YTD 2015 YTD 

  2015 Budget Actual Actual Actual Variance  Budget  

        

Total Church Income $236,279 $20,952 $204,123 $187,932 9% $195,831 

        

Church Expenses        

   Total Board of Education $3,490 0.00  $3,395 $1,986 71% $3,168 

   Total Board of Elders $154,327 $11,994 $127,431 $131,528 -3% $126,689 

   Total Board of Trustees $62,446 $5,219 $52,881 $52,627 0% $52,038 

   Total Board of Missions $19,566 $1,328 $15,660 $15,400 2% $16,185 

   Total Board of Youth $1,000 $0 $0 $0   $1,633 

Board of Fellowship $0 $0 $0 $0 0% $0 

Board of Stewardship $350 $31 $836 $0   $292 

        

 Total Church Expenses  $241,179 $18,571 $200,204 $201,541 -1% $200,006 

        

   Total Excess/(Shortage)  -$4,900 $2,381 $3,919 -$13,608   -$4,175 

        

        

Total School Income $106,462 $13,032 $79,599 $81,186 -2% $88,200 

Total School Expense $107,918 $7,365 $80,647 $92,724 -13% $86,371 

        

   Total School Excess/(Shortage)  -$1,456 $5,667 -$1,049 -$11,538 -91% $1,829 

        

 Total Operating Revenue  $342,741 $33,984 $283,721 $269,119 5% $284,031 

 Total Operating Expense    $349,096 $25,937 $280,851 $294,264 -5% $286,377 

        

  Total Operating Excess/(Shortage)  -$6,355 $8,047 $2,870 -$25,146 -111% -$2,346 

        

        

 Designated Income   $470 $48,973 $24,933 96%  

 Designated Expenses    $11,770 $38,975 $45,183 -14%   

        

   Total Designated Excess/(Shortage)  $0 -$11,300 $9,998 -$20,250 -149%   

        

 Total Excess/Shortage - All Funds  -$6,355 -$3,253 $12,868 -$45,396 -128% -$2,346 

        

Fund Balances (Cash on Hand)        

  General Undesignated Balance   -$19,570    

  Designated/Other   $53,819    

  Bldg & Development Fund   $418    

  Pastor's Discretionary Fund     $279       

        

   Total Cash on Hand     $34,946 $16,210     

        

          

          

       

    Respectfully Submitted  

    Steve Waterman, Treasurer 

       

       

Mt Olive Lutheran Church and School 
Financial Statement 

As of October 30, 2015 



It is December, which means Christmas is coming soon!   The four weeks prior to Christmas Eve are known as Ad-
vent in the Christian Church.  The word “Advent” means “coming,” and its message is that God in Christ is coming 
to the world. 
During Advent, we prepare for the birth of the baby Jesus in Bethlehem and also look forward to the second coming 
of Christ.  We also welcome Jesus’ coming today as He is born anew in our hearts through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  However, it is easy to become so involved in preparations for Christmas that we forget to prepare our hearts to 
welcome Jesus! 
We will be celebrating Advent and Christmas with the children here at Mt. Olive Lutheran School.  We will talk 
about the meaning of Advent and celebrate the birth of Christ..  While we strive to keep Christmas Christ-centered, 
we will also talk about and incorporate the other parts of Christmas that are meaningful in the lives of young children 
such as Santa, candy canes, presents, etc.   
We encourage you to help keep Christmas centered on Christ at home as well!  The following are some ideas you 
may use: 
 Place all of the Christmas cards you receive in a pretty box or basket.  Each day, take a card out of the box, read it, 

and pray specifically for the person who sent it. 
 Write a thank you note to someone who displays a nativity scene in their front yard.  Leave it on their doorstep to 

show your appreciation for their witness and sharing of the Christmas story. 
 Read aloud the story of Jesus’ birth from the Bible with your family after dinner. 

Mt. Olive Lutheran School News  
December 

2015 

Thur. Dec. 17th @ 6:30 p.m. 
Children’s Christmas Program 

Fri., Dec. 11th 
Polar Express Pajama Party 

                                  Come to school dressed in your favorite pajamas!                 
                                        We will watch the movie while we  enjoy some                      
                                        popcorn and sip on warm cocoa! 

The children will sing and entertain you as  
they share the story of the first Christmas  
and share the message of why Jesus is the very best present!   

 

        Fri., Dec. 18th @ 11:30 a.m. 
       Happy Birthday Jesus Party 

Giving Gifts of Time This Christmas 
 
 

Presents are transient.  Colors, fads, and 
sizes change.  Toys break.  But the gift of 
our PRESENCE is one that permeates and 
remains forever in our children’s memory 
banks.  The PRESENCE of a calm, happy, 
loving parent is ultimately a much richer 
and more meaningful gift for any child.  
Children are so mesmerized by TV ads 

and catalogs that they think they have to 
have one of everything.  They “want, 

want, want” until they are saturated with 
desire and totally consumer confused.  

The season becomes a one-way street with 
“getting” being the end.  Give your child 

the most important Present ,                     
your PRESENCE, this Christmas! 

 

Dec. 23-25th - School CLOSED  
for Christmas Break 



 
Our November outreach project was a 

HUGE success thanks to each and every one 
of you who donated items for the shoeboxes 

for Operation Christmas Child!  We were 
able to donate four jam-packed shoeboxes 

that will go to less fortunate children in      
another country.  Our shoeboxes were 

tagged to be tracked and in a few weeks we 
will be receiving an email letting us know 

where they ended up.  Thank you all so 
much for your involvement in this pro-

ject...the children are learning about helping 
others by your caring participation in        

projects such as this!   

Mount Olive Lutheran Church Services 

 
Advent Services -  

Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve 

6:30 p.m. -Christmas Program                                              

11:00 p.m. -Candle Light Service 

 

Christmas Day 

9:30 a.m.-Divine Service 



◄ Nov 2015 ~ December 2015 ~ Jan 2016 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

  

2 

  

9:30 a.m. 

Adult Bible Study 

 

12:15 p.m. 

Advent  worship 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Advent Worship 

3 

  

4 

  

5 

  

6 

  

7 

  

8 

  

7:00 p.m. 
LWML Christmas 
       Party 

9 

 

9:30 a.m. 

Adult Bible Study 

 

12:15 p.m. 

Advent  worship 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Advent Worship 

10 

  

11 

  

12 

  

13 

  
LWML Bake Sale 

 
Voter’s Meeting 

14 

  

15 

  

16 
 

9:30 a.m. 

Adult Bible Study 

 

12:15 p.m. 

Advent  worship 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Advent Worship 

17 

  

6:30 p.m. 

School Christmas 

Program 

18 

  

19 

  

20 

  

21 

  

22 

  

23 

  

24 

  

6:30 P.M. 

Christmas Pageant 

 

11:00 p.m. 

Candlelight Service 

25 

  

9:30 a.m. 

Christmas Service 

26 

  

27 

  

28 

  

29 

  

30 

  

31 

New Year annual 

Game Night 

Notes: 

http://www.wincalendar.com/November-Calendar/November-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/January-Calendar/January-2016-Calendar.html


◄ December 2016 January  2016 February 2016 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
          1 

  

 

 

New Years Day 

2 

  

3 

  

4 

  

5 

  

6 

  

7 

  

8 

  

9 

  

10 

  

11 

 6:00 p.m. 

School Board Mtg. 

 

7:00 p.m.  

Church Council Mtg. 
 

12 

  

7:00 p.m. 

LWML Mtg. 

13 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Adult Bible Class 

  

14 

  

15 

  

16 

  

17 

  

18 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Elders Mtg. 

  
 

19 

  

13 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Adult Bible Class 

  

21 

  

22 

  

23 

  

24 

  

25 

  

26 

  

13 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Adult Bible Class 

  

28 

  

29 

  

30 

  

31 

  

Notes: 

http://www.wincalendar.com/December-Calendar/December-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/February-Calendar/February-2016-Calendar.html

