
 

On Tuesday, July 26, many read in horror of the murder of Father Jacques Hamel, 
an 85-year-old priest, as he was celebrating mass in the church at St.-Étienne-du-
Rouvray, a town in the Normandy region of France.  Father Hamel was allegedly 
murdered by ISIS agents.  For decades, Father Hamel had celebrated the mass, 
proclaimed the Word of God to the people of that little corner of Normandy, and 
baptized a lot of children. 

 

Many will say that, if we can just win America back for God, or if we can get God 
back in America, we won’t have to face this kind of thing.  To that I say:  Just stop 
it. 

 

In the West, and in our nation in particular, the Church has enjoyed a position of 
influence.  That position of influence is largely gone.  The Church’s influence on 
subjects such as life issues and moral standards is all but ignored. 

 

I would ask the question:  Was that ever really the point? 

 

The Church’s task is to teach and to baptize.  The Church’s message is prophetic, 
proclaiming God’s judgment against sin and the need for repentance.  The 
Church’s message is evangelical, proclaiming the good news about Jesus and 
forgiveness of sins in His name. 

 

Over the past few weeks in church, we’ve heard from Colossians.  Paul wrote this 
letter, as he did many of his letters, from prison.  John wrote Revelation from his 
place of exile on the island of Patmos.  James, the brother of our Lord who wrote 
the letter that bears his name, was killed by the high priest.  Peter would be 
crucified upside down.  The Church Fathers who followed the apostles would be 
no different.  Justin was given the name Justin Martyr after being put to death for 
the name of Jesus.  Many others would die because of the name of Jesus, too. 

 

That’s our common history.  Thus, that Father Hamel was murdered while 
celebrating mass, or that Christians in Pakistan were attacked while celebrating 
Easter, or the nuns who have died really shouldn’t surprise us.  This is what Jesus 
predicted in John 16 when He told the disciples that in the world they would have 
tribulation. 

 

The Church is the kingdom of grace in this world.  She proclaims repentance and 
forgiveness of sins in the name of Jesus.  That’s precisely the reason for 
tribulation.  The Church proclaims forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name.  The world 
in which the Church serves cannot abide the idea of repentance, nor can it abide 
those who proclaim Jesus the Son of God and the only way to the Father.   
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So aged priests are murdered, those who celebrate the Lord’s resurrection are attacked, buildings 
where Jesus has been worshiped for millennia are destroyed, the followers of Jesus are threatened, 
dispossessed, imprisoned, and even executed.  In our nation we’ve had to deal with rejection and 
some shootings, but something tells me it’s only a matter of time before there’s a beheading of a 
follower of Jesus here. 
 
In the early church Christians were often threatened with loss of property, exile, imprisonment, and 
even death.  In many of the persecutions, those who follow Jesus were required to sacrifice to the 
genius of the emperor and burn incense to his likeness.  Those who follow Jesus were often called 
atheists because they didn’t recognize the pantheon of Roman gods nor the deity of the emperor.  
This usually had dire consequences.  One of those who ultimately suffered was Polycarp of Smyrna.  
When arrested and taken before the Roman procurator, Polycarp was 86 years old.  He was 
encouraged to think of his age, to curse Christ and live.  Polycarp replied:  “For eighty-six years I 
have been His servant and He has done me no wrong.  How then can I curse my King who saved 
me?” 
 
Polycarp was threatened with the wild animals and with fire, but he invited the procurator to do his 
best.  Eventually the aged bishop was tortured and then burned at the stake. 
 
The next years will be difficult for the Church.  Yet, it’s not something new.  As citizens of this nation, 
the time may have come to push for religious liberty guaranteed by the Constitution, but for the 
Church the time is the same as it’s always been.  This is a time for remaining faithful and proclaiming 
the only message the Church has ever been given:  repentance and forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ 
name.  But we do not live as those who have no hope.  We are surrounded by a great cloud of 
witnesses who have gone before us, and we are strengthened by God’s grace toward them and their 
faithfulness.  We cling to our Lord’s promise in Revelation:  Behold, I am coming soon. 
 

Pastor Hans Fiene has authored an excellent article on this subject.  It’s available here: 

http://thefederalist.com/2016/07/27/no-matter-how-many-priests-isis-kills-they-cant-win/ 

Catechism Class Begins Soon! 

Catechism Class will begin 30 AUG at 6 p.m. 

In preparation, there will be an Orientation for First 
and Second Year Catechism Class students on  

August 16 at 6 p.m. 



 From the Elders 
We all continue to be bombarded with a lot of negatives from our culture, our secular 

printed media and the electronic media, including our computers. It would be easy to get 

very depressed and negative if we just fed our minds, hearts, and souls with these many 

venues of negative, secular information. 

 

Thankfully we can make a choice to attend church, to read the Bible, and to take part in 

more positive activities.  We encourage all to attend church as often as possible and 

Sunday school. It won’t be long before we are in full swing with our children’s classes for 

Sunday school. Please consider teaching and or helping Sunday school to be a success in 

any way you can. We pray God will continue to prosper and grow our church in the 

coming months. We are thankful for the many blessings we have received both as a 

congregation and as individual members from our God. We still live in a free land where we 

can worship our God without much persecution. 

 

It is early, but please be sure you are registered to vote. We must have everything in order 

at least 30 days before the November election to be allowed to vote. There are forces 

moving to put down our God and freedom of worship; and we need to be in the forefront 

defending the faith of our fathers by voting our consciences. We pray God will move the 

hearts and minds of our citizens to vote for Christians to fill our many political offices. 

Hopefully they will have a Christian world view and keep our culture like our forefathers 

believed as they wrote the Bill of Rights and Constitution. We can have faith that God is 

always in control of world events and He will do His will for sure. May God help and guide us 

in protecting our Christian values. 

 

Please pray for our country and our military; and pray for an end to all wars we are involved 

in. Pray for our members who are going through sickness or the loss of a loved one. Pray for 

Pastor Jennings, and his family and our church workers, and all other members of our 

church. We pray for God’s mercy, forgiveness and favor. May God continue to strengthen 

our faith and renew a right spirit within us. God bless Mt. Olive Lutheran Church and God 

Bless America. 



 

Those who attended the 
National Youth Gathering in 

New Orleans 
praise God for His blessings, and 

thank you for your great generosity in His name. 



 

Youth Fundraiser Dinner 
In thanksgiving to God for His blessings during the 

National Youth Gathering, 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Youth invite you to a 

Fundraiser Dinner on 

August 28 after Late Service. 

The proceeds from this dinner will benefit a ministry we 

learned about during the Gathering. 

The Summer that Was, 2016 
If you haven’t heard, the “Can You Hear 

Me Now?” guy is back on TV! 

 

For one last trip of Summer 2016... 

Can you hear me now? 

The Youth of Mt. Olive will be heading to 

Hurricane Alley, 

Monday, August 8, at 12:30 p.m. 

Monday admission is $10 per person. 

Can you hear me now? 



 

Church 
And  

School 

Workday! 

August 6 

Beginning at  

8:30 a.m. 

Be there! 

Aloha! 



 

August Birthdays 
 
 

Aug. 05 Maureen Worley 

Aug 07 David Cherry 

Aug. 09 Barbara Howard 

Aug. 15 John Moseley 

Aug. 19 Kylie Adler 

Aug 22 Mike Huck 

Aug. 23 Daniel Proske 

Aug. 28 Charlotte Birnbaum 

Aug. 30 Stacy Havrda 

Aug. 31 Ann Cleveland 

  Pastor Jennings 

  Stephanie Peterson 

 

 
 
 
 
 

August Confirmations 

 

Aug. 15 Bill Camp 

 HAPPY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARY 

August 25 
Thomas and Wendy Crow 

 

August 31 
Bud and Myrtie Sage 

August Baptisms 

Aug. 01 Iris Muhr 

Aug 03 Curtis Proske 

Aug. 10 James Placke 

Aug. 11 Jeremy Kots 

Aug. 12 Bethany Waddle 

Aug. 30 Charlotte Birnbaum 

Aug. 31 Heather Harris 

  Trevor Johnson 



 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
 

Aug. 07    
 8:00  Natalie Steele  
  Zane Badrow 
 
 10:30 Julianne Stacy  
  Kaycee Crow   
Aug. 14     
  8:00 Natalie Steele 
  Zane Badrow  
  
 10:30 Taylor White   
  Logan Bowling 
  
Aug. 21 
  8:00 Natalie Steele 
  Zane Badrow 
 
 10:30 Courtney Crow 
  Olivia Bowling 
Aug. 28 
 8:00  Natalie Steele 
  Zane Badrow 
 
 10:30 Madison Strasheim 
  Rebecca Worley 
 

Counters for August 
 

Aug. 07 Dawn Johnson 

 Fred Harborth 

Aug. 14 Steve & Iris Muhr 

Aug. 21 Liz & TK Revis 

Aug. 28 Arnold Krueger 

 Michael Steele
  

Elder’s Schedule for July 

Aug. 07        Aug. 21 

 8:00   Steve Waterman    8:00 Bill Waterman 

   David Simonds      David Simonds 

    

 10:30  Bud Sage               10:30 John Moseley 

   John Moseley      Ken Catherman 

  

Aug. 14        Aug . 28     

         8:00 Bill Waterman 

 8:00  Steve Waterman     Andrew Jones 

                     

 

 10:30  Andy  Epely     10:30 Budd Sage 

   Ken Catherman     Andy Epely 

 

Usher Schedule 
8:30 & 10:30 

 
Aug. 07  
8:00  Mark Jones 
  Steve Kots 
10:30  Jonathan Jennings 
  Jackson Willoughby 
Aug. 14 
8:00  Steve Kots  
  Curtis Proske 
10:30  Emily Jirovec 
  Cassie Vlisides 
Aug. 21 
8:00  Steve Kots 
  Mark Jones 
10:30  Fred Harborth 
  Erich Bauch 
Aug. 28 
8:00  Curtis Proske 
  Steve Kots 
10:30  Kristine Regalado 
  Summer King 
 



 
Mt Olive Lutheran Church and School 

Financial Statement 

As of June 30, 2016 

  June  June 2016 YTD 2015 YTD YTD 2016 YTD 

   Budget  Actual Actual Actual Variance  Budget  

        

Total Church Income $19,722 $22,330 $124,004 $123,049 1% $125,316 

        

Church Expenses        

   Total Board of Education $800 $821 $821 $0 0% $2,000 

   Total Board of Elders $16,531 $16,059 $83,416 $76,113 10% $82,882 

   Total Board of Trustees $5,218 $4,707 $31,710 $30,706 3% $31,310 

   Total Board of Missions $1,582 $1,865 $8,592 $9,284 -7% $10,251 

   Total Board of Youth $83 $0 $0 $0   $500 

Board of Evangelism $63 $0 $0 $0 0% $375 

Board of Stewardship $188 $61 $226 $376   $1,125 

        

 Total Church Expenses  $24,464 $23,513 $124,765 $116,479 7% $128,443 

        

   Total Excess/(Shortage)    -$1,183 -$761 $6,570   -$3,127 

        

        

Total School Income $13,567 $8,236 $60,542 $47,378 28% $75,871 

Total School Expense $10,749 $13,535 $63,315 $48,186 31% $71,784 

        

   Total School Excess/(Shortage)  $24,316 -$5,300 -$2,772 -$809 243% $4,087 

        

 Total Operating Revenue  $33,289 $30,566 $184,546 $170,427 8% $201,187 

 Total Operating Expense    $35,213 $37,049 $188,080 $164,666 14% $200,226 

        

  Total Operating Excess/(Shortage)    -$6,482 -$3,534 $5,761 -161% $961 

        

        

 Designated Income    $20,963 $23,075 -9%  

 Designated Expenses      $14,457 $10,834 33%   

        

   Total Designated Excess/(Shortage)      $6,506 $12,241 -47%   

        

 Total Excess/Shortage - All Funds      $2,973 $18,002 -83% $961 

        

Fund Balances (Cash on Hand)        

  General Undesignated Balance   -$20,441    

  Designated/Other   $68,662    

  Bldg & Development Fund   $2,193    

  Pastor's Discretionary Fund     $263       

        

   Total Cash on Hand     $50,678 $39,184     

        

          

          

       

    Respectfully Submitted  

    Steve Waterman, Treasurer 



 

◄ December 2016 

August 2016 

Worship Services 

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School & Bible Class: 9:15 a.m. February 2016 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 

 
 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Financial  Peace 
University 

10 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Adult Bible 
Class 

 
7:30 p.m. 
Why Does it 

Matter 

4 5 6 
8:30 a.m. 

Work Day for 
the Church and 
School 

7 
 

8 
12:30 p.m. 

Youth to  
Hurricane Alley 
 

6:00 p.m. 
School Board 
Mtg. 

Evangelism 
Meeting 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Church Council  

9 
 

 
 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Financial  Peace 
University 

10 
9:30 a.m. 

Adult Bible 
Class 
 

 
7:30 p.m. 
Why Does it 

Matter 

11 
 

12 13 
 

14 
 

 
 
 

LWML Bake Sale 

15 
 

 

16 
6:00 p.m. 

Catechism 
Orientation 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Financial  Peace 
University 

 
7:00 p.m. 
LWML Meeting 

 

17 
9:30 a.m. 

Bible Class 
 
7:30 p.m. 

Why Does it 
Matter 

18 19 
 

20 

21 
 

22 
        

FIRST DAY OF 
SCHOOL 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Elders Mtg 

23 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Financial  Peace 
University 

24 

8:30 a.m. 

School Chapel 
 
9:30 a.m. 

Bible Class 
 

 

7:30 p.m. 
Why Does it 
Matter 

25 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Stewardship 
Committee 

 

26 27 

28 
12:00 p.m. 

Youth Fundraiser 
Dinner 

29 
 

30 
6:00 p.m. 

Catechism Class 
 
6:30 p.m. 

Financial  Peace 
University 

31 
8:30 a.m. 

School Chapel 
 
9:30 a.m. 

Adult Bible 
Class 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Why Does it 
Matter 

   

 
Notes: 

http://www.wincalendar.com/December-Calendar/December-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/February-Calendar/February-2016-Calendar.html

