
 

Know what you 
believe and why 
you believe it! 
-Mike Horton, The 
Whitehorse Inn 
 
In the summer of 1986, I 
learned a lot about 
shooting in Marine Corps 
boot camp.  Marine rifle 
accuracy is a major 
issue, and failing to 
qualify was not a good 
thing.  Shooting 
instructors and coaches 
drilled and trained recruits to shoot as well as possible.  One thing I learned that 
was critical:  if the rear sight was one degree off, the round would 30 feet wide at 
100 meters.  With the closes target being 200 meters, 60 feet wide was 
unthinkable, but possible. 
 
Last month I wrote about discipleship, with a key part of discipleship being 
knowing stuff 
 
In Acult Bible Class on Sunday morning, we’re studying the Augsburg Confession.  
Over the next few weeks, we’ll be looking at three key articles:  Original Sin, the 
Son of God, and Justification.  Luther contended that the article of 
justification is the article by which the Church stands and falls.  Yet, if any one of 
these articles is taught improperly, if we get any one of them wrong, we get all of 
them wrong. 
 
Many today talk about having a relationship with Jesus as their goal.  The truth is, 
even the devil has a relationship with Jesus.  In this month in which we celebrate 
the Reformation, it’s important to know who we are, and most important to know 
who Jesus is and what He does.  It’s important to know what we believe and why 
we believe it, so that we may confess the truth of the faith before the world and to 
the glory of Christ. 
 
Join us on Sunday morning as we tackle these three important pillars of the 
Christian faith. 

October 2016 



 

Hymn Festival 

November 6, 3 p.m. 

At St. Paul, Bishop 

In preparation, choir rehearsals will begin  
Thursday, 6 OCT, at 7p.m. 

Come to the annual Mt. Olive 

Trunk-Treat Celebration 
October 31, beginning at 6 p.m. 

Hand out goodies. 

Share Jesus. 

Have a good time! 

Youth Night! 
October 23 

Time, Place, and Activity 
To Be Determined! 

If you have any suggestions, please contact 
Emily Jirovec. 



 ELDERS NOTES OCTOBER 2016 
 

We want to encourage all to make time to worship our God each Sunday and to study 
His word at Sunday school.  Please be positive and give your spiritual life a boost by 
attending church; and also adult, teen’s or children’s bible class.   
 
We also want to encourage all to get personally involved in the religious life of our 
church by serving God in one way or another. 
.   
We will soon be having elections to the many boards that make our church run 
smoothly.  Call Pastor Jennings, Dean Vlisides or an Elder, and ask where you would fit 
in, according to your interests and calling.  Dear fellow Christians, we need help to fill 
our positions to make the church run smoothly.  Please pray about this and give it 
serious thought.  The needs are great.  Thank you so much. 
 
We know there are many temptations in life to fill our time and leave none or little for 
God.  Even though most are not wrong, we need to say no to some to make time for 
our Spiritual journey through life.    We can assure you that as someone else said, “Life 
is what you make it, always has been and always will be”, and your rewards from life 
will be in direct proportion to what you put into it.  
  
As Galatians 6. 7-10 says; 
“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.  A man reaps what he sows.  The one 
who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature, will reap destruction; the one 
who sows to please the Spirit, from that Spirit, will reap eternal life.  Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest, if we do not give 
up.  Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers.  
 
Speaking of elections; October 11th is the last day we can register to vote in our local 
and state, and Federal election, if one is not registered.  Please, register if you need to; 
so you can take part in our elections.  It will have far reaching affects on our way of 
life.  It is our duty to go to the polls and vote our conscience.  Lets be Salt in this world 
as Christ would have us to do.   
 
May God help and guide us as we set our priorities for our lives.  May God continue to 
bless Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Pastor and his family, our church workers and their 
families and our members and their families. God bless America, and we especially 
thank God for all He does for us and for protecting us from major tragedies.  We also 
pray for all our members and their family members that are serving our country in the 
various military branches.  To God be the Glory.  Amen. 
 
The Elders 



 Word’s from the President 
 
Mt. Olive is blessed with diligent and God-loving individuals.  We have had success in Stewardship and Evan-
gelism programs that have met or exceeded our expectations.  The Board of Elders have consistently sought 
to improve our worship services.  The council and the ladies of the congregation help in so many ways that it 
is difficult to imagine what our church would be like without them.  Please see the Evangelism report 
attached to this newsletter as an example of how we are pushing forward the outreach in needed areas. 
 
Those of you that attended the last Voters Meeting heard the report from the Long Range Planning Com-
mittee.  They reported on the first phase of what to do with the church property.  Their presentation to the 
Council was approved as a recommendation to the voters.  That recommendation was approved and the sec-
ond phase will begin shortly.  The report is attached to this newsletter. 
 
The second phase will include the cost factors in renovating the facility with the recommendations that are 
listed.  Time frames, bids and the like will also be brought before the Council for their discussion before any 
recommendations are brought before the congregation.  Any suggestions, recommendations or comments 
should be directed to the committee, whose names appear at the end of the report. 
 
Fall is fast approaching and our annual budget sessions will begin in earnest in October.  If any committee or 
board have any input as to their financial needs, now is the time to let the Chairs know. 
 
The summer was a mixed blessing.  We had some spectacular offerings in July, which helped carry us through 
the first part of the summer.  However, August saw a drop in attendance and there was also a steep drop in 
offerings.  Please know that all your contributions are much appreciated.  Your attendance in both church 
and Bible class make our church the loving place that it is.   
 
Not found in the Evangelism report is the indication the first Blood Drive was successful as we met our initial 
goal of donors.  The potluck was enjoyable as ever.  It is likely that this activity will be continue on a quarterly 
basis.  If you have not been able to give blood in the past, the rules have changed quite radically.  Please, if 
you an inkling to assist in this vital program, you can check at the time of your donation or beforehand with 
the Blood Center. 
 
Kudos is also due for the young ladies of the church engaging in ways to enjoy mutual fellowship activities.  
Their first luncheon was held and those that attended enjoyed their time together.  It is hoped that they will 
continue to meet and grow together enriched by God’s. 
 
We are need of a couple of members for the Stewardship Committee.  It is NOT a life-long assignment.  Also, 
our beloved Treasurer has asked for someone to step up and take over for him.  To evaporate any apprehen-
sion, you might have, he will assist in the training until you are comfortable enough to assume full responsi-
bility.  Many have held multiple positions in the church.  We are large and blessed enough not to burn dili-
gent people out.  So please, with the elections forthcoming in December, prayerfully consider these requests 
for your assistance. 
 
Finally, a mea culpa.  Shame on me for not reporting to you on more regular and punctual basis.  I will strive 
to improve on that shortcoming.  So many things have been happening that I hope that this was not too 
much to digest all at one time.  Is it not a blessing to belong to an active Church?  God’s blessing each of you 
always. 
 



 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Evangelism Committee Report 

for September 2016 

 
 
 
I.  Seminar Discussion 
 
 Discussed the “Love and Logic” Parent Seminar 
 a.  Pastor ordered and received the material for the seminar.  Cost was $700.00 
 b.  Materials included two  paperback books, 10 workbooks and two cd’s or dvd’s 
  1.  Book One:  Practical Parenting from birth to six years of age 
  2.  Book Two:  Tales of Success with Kids 
 
2.  The seminar will be 5 weeks long with Pastor doing a Christian-based opening for about 15 minutes.  Each seminar 
will be approximately one hour, 
3.    Phyllis Bowling has contacted TAMUCC to secure a Masters-level student to act as    facilitator, 
4.    Cost for the facilitator is $100 per hour  (for a total cost of $500.00) 
5.    The committee discussed various means of raising the $500 
6.    Babysitting is to be offered and a freewill offering by the participants will be used for that purpose. 
7.    The start time would be at 6:30 pm to accommodate our school’s parents 
8.    The seminar will be open to our sister congregations and the outside community 
9.    A cut-off attendance target was set at no more than 25 
10.  A charge for the work books will be $10.00 and consideration given to our school parents and affordability issues as 
they arise, 
11. The Evangelism Committee  will meet with Board of Education at their next meeting, October 10, 2016 to discuss 
the sense of our parents desire to attend the seminar, 
12.  Fundraising was also discussed as a Chili Cook-Off to be held either on November 6th or November 13th with 
agreement of the fellowship Committee. 
13.  The Chili Cook-off is to be named the Martin Luther Chili Fest, 
 

II. Evangelism Visits 
 
!.  Visit our members in assisted care facilities to sing and bring some goodies, 
2.  Cimmaron Place and the Palms are the first two suggested, 
3.  Pastor to check with Activities Directors to determine times and dates 
 
Phyllis Bowling - Chair 
Mary Norton 
Mary Hanelt 
Erich Bauch 
Lori Stacy 2+ 



  
Long Range Planning Committee 

Minutes from 8/09/2016 
 
We agree and proclaim that the facility is granted to our congregation, by our Triune God.  We are His serv-
ants and can only proceed with proclaiming the truth of Gospel without compromise and any activity is a 
blessing from our God and is done to His glory! 
 
 
The committee discussed the results of the findings of Mr. Terrence Wood, MIA, SRA, RM.  He is a State 
Certified General Appraiser. 
 
A Synopsis of his findings are as follows: 
 
The current Zoning is RS-6, which is applicable to our current property use.  Other uses for this zoning in-
clude: 
 
1.  Group Homes of 6 or less 
2. Educational Facilities 
3. Parks and open areas uses [EXCEPT cemeteries, crematoriums, columbia mausoleums, a memorial parks]  
4. Worship facilities 
 
Highest and Best Use would include be the worship facility or any of the above uses based on the current 
zoning.   
 
The property is currently located in FEMA Flood Zone C, which is not in the 100-year flood zone. 
 
Municipal gas is located on the property’s east boundary, which possibly allow for significant additional resi-
dential development. 
 
The anticipated economic life of the property is estimated at 55 years with proper maintenance. 
 
SITE VALUATION: 
 
Total land area  for the five +/- acres:    $500,000 
The Excess Land area:                          $215,000  
    Total            $715,000 
 
 
 
 
RECENT IMPROVED SALES IN THE AREA 
 
 Seller: 6301 Weber Rd.  Christian Church  Sold for $900,000 on 2/6/2016  4.897 acres at 40.54/ sq. ft. 
 
Seller:   1001 Lantana St.  Victory Christian Church Sold for $950,000 on 11/2013  9.98 acres  $80.91/sq. ft. 
 
3.  Buyer:   6606 Weber Rd. Parkdale Baptist  purchased for $1,150,000  11/2011  3.36 acres at $63.42/ sq. ft. 
 
4.  Buyer:  5801 McCardle Rd  Summit Church purchased for $2,500,000  3.66 acres at $83.09/ sq. ft. 
 
5.  Buyer 4425 S. Staples  City Church  purchased for $900,00 6/2012 1.83 acres at $39.72 per sq. ft. 
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 6.  There are, at present,  needs that would enhance the facility and make it more inviting to the passing traffic, 
 
7.  Among the recommendations are: 
   
   a.  removal of the portables and build an attractive extension of the present facility to e 
encourage Christian Education via Sunday School, our present Lutheran School and better Youth Facilities, 
  
   b. expansion and modernization of the present kitchen facilities, which would be beneficial of both the church, 
school and fellowship activities, 
 
   c.  review an inclusion of various Audio/Visual aids to benefit the church and school, 
    
   d.  acoustical considerations for making the church services better, and 
    
   e.  the members would be energized with such a capital project. 
    
 
The Committee discussed the options of building a new facility and found that through the discussion the fol-
lowing might/would occur: 
 
1.  The expense could be anywhere from $450,000 to $500,000 or more.  
 
2.  The type of construction that would allow for the price point would inferior to the construction of the current 
building. 
 
3.  The time it would take to build and be reopened may result in a significant loss of membership. 
 
4.  Relocating would be a worse option because we would lose present members and it would take time to re-
build to present levels of membership. 
 
Finally,  upon agreement and support form the Church Council, other Committees and the congregation capitol 
campaign would be initiated after the cost of such a project is ascertained. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
The Long Range Planning Committee 
 
Stephanie Waterman-Chair 
Arnold Krueger 
Michael Steele 
Mary Norton 
Emily Jirovec 



 

October Birthdays 
 
 

Oct. 01 Michael Jennings 

  Julianne Stacy 

Oct. 04 Leslie Vlisides 

Oct. 08 Carolyn Bauch 

Oct. 12 Suzanne Krueger 

  William Waterman 

Oct. 15 Betty McChristy 

Oct. 16 Keith Strasheim 

Oct. 18 Abigail Waddle 

  Sarah Waddle 

Oct. 20 Kristine Regalado 

Oct. 28 Kim Kots 

  August Worley 

Oct. 30 Matthew Willoughby  

  Rita Murphy 

Oct. 31 Lori Stacy 

 

October Confirmations 

 

Oct.  01 Charlotte Wishert 

 Oct. 11 Preston & Audry Lyons 

 

Oct. 17 James & Diane Diehl 

 

Oct. 20 Stuart & Waldine LaDuke 

October Baptisms 

Oct. 01 Summer King     Oct. 28 Katie Jennings 
  Myrtie Sage     Oct. 30 Ann Cleveland  
  William Waterman      Rita Murphy 
Oct. 02 Kevin Jennings      
  
Oct. 04 JoAnn Grimley 
Oct. 05 Melissa Childs 
Oct. 06 David Simonds 
Oct. 09 Janice Wilson 
Oct. 17 LuAnn Krueger 
Oct. 26 Waldine LaDuke 
Oct. 27 Jack Rohde 



 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
Oct. 02  

 8:00  Zane Badrow   

  Natalie Steele 

 

 10:30 Taylor White   

  Logan Bowling   

Oct. 09    

  8:00 Natalie Steele  
  Zane Badrow  
  

 10:30 Julianne Stacy   

  Kaycee Crow   

Oct. 16 

  8:00 Zane Badrow 

  Natalie Steele 

 

 10:30 Courtney Crow 

  Aniya Worley 

Oct. 23 

 8:00  Natalie Steele 

  Zane Badrow 

 

 10:30 Madison Strasheim 

  Olivia Bowling 

Oct. 30 

 8:00 Natalie Steele 

  Zane Badrow 

 10:30 Juliann Stacy 

  Rebecca Worley 

 

Counters for October 
 

Oct. 02 Dawn Johnson 

 Fred Harborth 

Oct. 09 Steve & Iris Muhr 

Oct. 16 Liz & TK Revis 

Oct. 23 Arnold Krueger 

 Michael Steele 

Oct. 30 Steve & Iris Muhr 

  

Elder’s Schedule for October 
Oct. 02       Oct. 23 

 8:00   Andy Epely    8:00 Andy Epely   

   David Simonds     Andrew Jones 

 10:30  Steve Waterman    10:30 Steve Waterman 

   Budd Sage     Andy Epely  

Oct. 09       Oct. 30       

 8:00  Bill Waterman    8:00 Bill Waterman 

   Andrew Jones     David Simonds 

 10:30  John Moseley        

   Eric Bauch               10:30 John Moseley 

         Eric Bauch    

Oct. 16        

 8:00 John Moseley 

  David Simonds      

 10:30  Budd Sage    

  Steve Muhr 

Usher Schedule 
8:30 & 10:30 

Oct. 02 
8:00  Mark Jones 
  Steve Kots 
 
10:30  Jack Rohde 
  Jonathan Jennings 
Oct. 09 
8:00  Steve Kots  
  Curtis Proske 
 
10:30  Emily Jirovec 
  Cassie Vlisides 
Oct. 16 
8:00  Steve Kots 
  Mark Jones 
 
10:30  Fred Harborth 
  Tom Crow 
Oct. 23 
8:00  Curtis Proske 
  Steve Kots 
 
10:30  Kristine Regalado 
  Summer King 
 
Oct.30  
8:00  Curtis Proske 
  Steve Kots 
 
10:30  Katie Jennings 
  Ashley Hanelt 



 



 
Mt Olive Lutheran Church 

and School 

Financial Statement 
  August  August 2016 YTD 2015 YTD YTD 2016 YTD 

   Budget  Actual Actual Actual Variance  Budget  

        

Total Church Income $19,072 $21,522 $162,425 $165,951 -2% $168,727 

        

Church Expenses        

   Total Board of Education $100 $0 $1,399 $3,395 0% $2,500 

   Total Board of Elders $12,948 $11,573 $107,818 $102,797 5% $108,911 

   Total Board of Trustees $5,218 $5,553 $42,194 $41,409 2% $41,746 

   Total Board of Missions $1,582 $1,749 $11,042 $12,295 -10% $13,795 

   Total Board of Youth $83 $0 $0 $0   $667 

Board of Evangelism $63 $0 $215 $0 0% $500 

Board of Stewardship $188 $52 $639 $439   $1,500 

        

 Total Church Expenses  $20,181 $18,927 $163,307 $160,336 2% $169,619 

        

   Total Excess/(Shortage)  -$1,109 $2,595 -$882 $5,615   -$892 

        

        

Total School Income $14,591 $6,138 $71,633 $58,756 22% $101,528 

Total School Expense $10,749 $9,246 $80,007 $65,817 22% $98,507 

        

   Total School Excess/(Shortage)  $3,841 -$3,108 -$8,374 -$7,062 19% $3,021 

        

 Total Operating Revenue  $33,663 $27,660 $234,058 $224,706 4% $270,255 

 Total Operating Expense    $30,931 $28,173 $243,315 $226,153 8% $268,126 

        

  Total Operating Excess/(Shortage)  $2,732 -$512 -$9,257 -$1,446 540% $2,129 

        

        

 Designated Income    $34,529 $47,579 -27%  

 Designated Expenses      $19,525 $21,722 -10%   

        

   Total Designated Excess/(Shortage)      $15,004 $25,857 -42%   

        

 Total Excess/Shortage - All Funds      $5,748 $24,410 -76% $2,129 

        

Fund Balances (Cash on Hand)        

  General Undesignated Balance   -$24,863    

  Designated/Other   $75,843    

  Bldg & Development Fund   $2,518    

  Pastor's Discretionary Fund     $263       

        

   Total Cash on Hand     $53,761 $44,445     

        

          

          

   \    

    Respectfully Submitted  

    Steve Waterman, Treasurer 

       



 

◄ December 2016 

October 2016 

 

Worship Services 

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School & Bible Class: 9:15 a.m. February 2016 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 1 

2 
 

3 

 
4 
6:00 p.m. 

Catechism Class 

5 
9:30 a.m. 

Adult Bible 
Class 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Why Does it 
Matter 

6 
 

7 8 
 

9 10 
6:00 p.m. 

School Board 
Mtg. 
 

Evangelism 
Meeting 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Church Council  

11 
6:00 p.m. 

Catechism Class 
 
7:00 p.m. 

LWML Meeting 
 
 

12 
9:30 a.m. 

Adult Bible 
Class 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Why Does it 
Matter 

13 
7 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal 

14 
 

15 

16 17 
6:30 p.m. 

Board of Elders 
Meeting 

18 
6:00 p.m. 

Catechism Class 

19 

9:30 a.m. 

Adult Bible 
Class 
 

 
7:30 p.m. 
Why Does it 

Matter 

20 
6:30 p.m. 

Stewardship 
Committee 
 

7 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 

21 22 

23 
Youth Night… 

Time and activity 
to be determined 

24 
 

25 
6:00 p.m. 

Catechism Class 

26 
9:30 a.m. 

Adult Bible 
Class 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Why Does it 
Matter 

27 
7 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal 

28 29 

30 31 
Trunk or Treat 
Beginning at  
6 p.m. 

     

http://www.wincalendar.com/December-Calendar/December-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/February-Calendar/February-2016-Calendar.html

