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A blessed November! 
 
This month is often a month of heritage, with talk about the Pilgrims landing at 
Plymouth Rock in New England and such.  These events are important for us as 
Americans.  In these tumultuous times, it would seem that the fabric of American 
heritage is very frayed and worn. 
 
We also have another heritage that stretches back even further.  This is our heritage 
as the holy Christian and apostolic Church.  In many circles, it’s known as the holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  Yes, I used the word catholic – notice the 
lowercase c!  Our heritage stretches back to the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
With all believers in Christ of all times in places, we are joined together in a common 
confession of faith, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ 
Jesus our Lord as the Chief Cornerstone. 
 
I want to introduce one of your forefathers:  Clement of Rome.  Clement is thought to 
have been a student of Simon Peter before the apostle’s death in Rome.  Afterward, 
Clement continued being a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ, teaching the true faith and 
instructing those who were new to it. 
 
During his time, Clement wrote a letter to Corinth because of continued problems in 
the church there.  This prayer ends Clement’s letter: 

May God, who seeth all things, and who is the Ruler of all spirits and the Lord of all 
flesh - who chose our Lord Jesus Christ and us through Him to be a peculiar people - 
grant to every soul that calleth upon His glorious and holy Name, faith, fear, peace, 
patience, long-suffering, self-control, purity, and sobriety, to the well-pleasing of His 

Name, through our High Priest and Protector, Jesus Christ, by whom be to Him glory, 
and majesty, and power, and honor, both now and forevermore. Amen. 

 
Clement taught that Christians did need to hurry, but that hurrying needed to be 
toward doing every good work which glorifies God. 
 
Clement was martyred in 110 A.D., being thrown into the sea while tied to an anchor.  
Like many who went before and afterward, Clement bore witness to Christ our Lord 
with his own death and is now looking for the day of the resurrection. 
 
The testimony of Clement points us to Christ our Lord who is Lord of the Church.  It is 
He who guides and sustains His Church.  For reasons unknown to us, faithful men and 
women have been allowed to suffer and die with the name of Christ on their lips, all 
with His foreknowledge.  For other reasons, congregations close and congregations 
are vibrant in other areas of the world.  It is God who gives the growth.   
 
Yet, in the face of adversity and unrest, the Church does what she has always done.  
She confesses Christ before the world, faithfully and boldly.  The Church does not 
claim for herself decisions of life and death, nor does she glorify herself.  The Church 
simply and boldly proclaims Christ crucified, calling all to repentance and faith. 
 

Apostles, prophets, martyrs, And all the noble throng 
Who wear the spotless raiment And raise the ceaseless song— 

For these, passed on before us, We offer praises due 
And, walking in their footsteps, Would live our lives for You. 

Lutheran Service Book 517, st. 4; Text: Public domain.  Tune:  The Church’s One Foundation 

 
 
 

https://www.christianity.com/jesus/


 

 

 

Pie Fest! 
November 25, 2020 

Immediately after the 

Thanksgiving Service  

Because of the Pandemic, Pie Fest 

looks a little different! 

1.Bring a pie with a description and 

appropriate price. 

2.Sell the pie at Pie Fest.  Buy other 

pies to take home. 

3.Proceeds from Pie Fest go to the 

LCMS Southern District Disaster 

Relief Fund. 



 

 
We are nearing the end of the year so it is appropriate to look back.  As 2020 dawned, none of us could have predicted 
what was in store.  A pandemic arrived on our shores bringing with it death and economic woe.  As the virus spread, the 
death toll mounted, especially among the elderly, making this virus particularly worrisome for many of our mem-
bers.  And the virus did ultimately touch our congregation, when our Pastor and one of our Elders and his family came 
down with the Corona Virus.  Thanks be to God and no doubt a lot of prayers from the congregation, they have all recov-
ered and Mt. Olive has experienced no deaths to date.  In the early days of this pandemic there was much fear and 
hoarding of food resulting in empty shelves at the grocery store. People were scared.  Along with the shutdown of the 
economy, in-person church services were suspended for about two months.  Life as we knew it ceased to exist for a 
time.  Nonetheless, virtual church services continued thanks to the efforts of our Pastor and a couple of dedicated mem-
bers of the congregation, who began videotaping the pastor conducting the service in a virtually empty church for in-
home viewing.  This effort proved to be very popular with a majority of the congregation watching the service on-line 
each Sunday.  
 
Thankfully, life is returning to near-normal. Even though the virus is still with us, we have learned a lot about how to pro-
tect ourselves.  We've learned masks cut down substantially on the transmission of the virus, along with social distanc-
ing, washing our hands frequently and wiping down surfaces like counter tops and door knobs on a regular basis.  These 
common-sense measures have allowed our economy, at least in Texas, to return to near-normal and have allowed in-
person church services and in-person Sunday School to resume.  Attendance was sparse at first, but with each passing 
Sunday attendance has grown - Praise God.  This shows us there is a silver lining in every trouble. Video taping of 
church services continues, providing our shut-ins the means to view the service, something that didn't exist before the 
pandemic. 
 
In addition to the virus, we are in the midst of maybe the most toxic political environment in our nation's history.   A re-
cent poll showed that 68% of the population are finding this political fight to be nerve-wracking, even causing many to 
lose sleep.  Tensions are high, violent protests are at an unprecedented scale, having broken out in several of our cities 
and raging for weeks.  Stores have been vandalized, property destroyed, graffiti sprayed everywhere, statues torn down 
and even killings have occured.  The future of our nation seems to be hanging in the balance, but as Christians, we must 
always remember that God is in charge.  No matter who wins in this election, it is God's will.  We must remember that for 
all of us, this life, this country and the world we live in are but a temporary stop-over.  Heaven is our home and all of the 
trappings of this world, which seem so important  to us now, will be totally forgotten when we are with Jesus.  
 
Let us all pray that God will continue to protect our congregation, bring an end to the scourge of the Corona Virus, and 
heal our nation. 
 



 

No 

Confirmation 

 Anniversaries 

This Month 

Nov. 1 Dean Vlisides 
  

 

  

 

 

 

November Baptisms 
Nov. 01 Michael Jennings 
Nov. 02 Miranda Johnson 
Nov. 05 Abigail Waddle 
  Sarah Waddle 
Nov. 09 Julianne Stacy 
Nov. 15 Helen Placke 
Nov. 18 Diane Diehl 
Nov. 20 Christopher Cherry 
  Lori Stacy 
Nov. 30 Marvin Martin 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 

NOV 1 Jack and Judy Rohde 
NOV 1 Dean and Leslie Vlisides 

NOV 24 TK & Liz Revis 

November Birthdays 
Nov. 01 Dean Vlisides 
Nov. 15 Helen Placke 
Nov. 17 Kathy Jennings 
  Andrew Jones 
Nov. 18 Diane Diehl 
Nov. 19 Marvin Martin 
Nov. 20 Quin Mosel 
  Shelby Mosel 
  Courtney Crow 
Nov. 24 Emily Jirovec 
Nov.28 Margie  Greer 
Nov. 29 Katherine Dearing 



 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
  
 
 

Flowers for  
November 

 
Nov 1. Dean & Leslie in 
 celebration of 
 Wedding Anni
 versary and 
 Dean’s B-day 
Nov 8 August Rohde 
 Birthday 
Nov 15. In celebration of 
 Kathy Jennings 
 birthday 
Nov 22 In celebration of 
 Jack & Judy’s wed
 ding anniversary 
Nov 29 Dearing Family 
   

Elder’s Schedule for November 

           

Usher Schedule 
8:00 & 10:30 

 

We are in need of 
greeters for early and 
late Sunday services.  
If you are interested, 
please contact the 

church office. 

November 8 

8:00     Jay Miller 

10:30   Steve Muhr 

  

November 25 (7:oo p.m.) 

  

November 15 

8:00     John Moseley  

10:30   John Moseley  

November 1 

8:00  Budd Sage 

10:30 Tom Crow 

   November 22 

 8:00    Steve Waterman 

10:30 Steve Waterman 

November 29 

 8:00    Budd Sage 

10:30 Erich bauch 



 



 

Mt Olive Lutheran Church

Finacial Statement

As of September 30, 2020

September September 2020 YTD 2019 YTD YTD 2020 YTD Annual

Budget Actual Actual Actual % of Budget Budget Budget

Church Income $18,161 $20,088 $164,337 $170,188 -3.44% $178,960 $237,846

Pastor's Family Fund $400 $4,680 $3,180 $0

   Total Income $20,488 $169,017 $173,368 $178,960

Church Expenses

   Total Board of Education $175 $0 $0 $0 0.00% 100.00 $1,600

        Board of Elders $12,470 $15,162 $114,689 $115,943 -1.08% $159,183

        Pastor's Family Fund $3,000 $4,580 $2,650 $0

   Total Elders Expense $18,162 $119,269 $118,593  $121,338

   Total Board of Trustees $6,013 $5,009 $44,236 $51,264 -13.71% $52,448 $71,596

   Total Board of Missions $1,963 $1,982 $13,657 $12,562 8.72% $14,599 $20,178

   Total Board of Youth $83 $0 $0 $0 0.00% $0 $750

Board of Evangelism $0 $0 $0 182 0.00% $1,125 $375

Board of Stewardship $104 $395 $1,703 1,361 25.13% $1,313 $1,375

Total Church Expenses $20,809 $25,549 $178,865 $183,962 -2.77% $190,923 $255,057

 

  Total Excess/(Shortage) -$2,648 -$5,061 -$9,848 -$10,594  -$11,963 -$17,211

Designated Income $100,397 $133,294 $41,199  

Designated Expenses $3,857 $26,822 41,435  

  Total Designated Excess/(Shortage) $96,541 $106,473 -$236 4,189.00      

  Other Bank Accounts Income

   Bldg and Development Fund - Amer Bank $226 $1,130

   Bequeath Donations Fund - NACCU CD $177 $1,598

   Bequeath Donations Fund - NACCU CD #2 $42

   Sale of Property - NACCU CD $629 $5,694

   Savings Acct. - NACCU $15 $45

 

     Total Other Bank Acct Income $1,088 $8,509 $2,964

     Other Bank Acct Expense $0 $0 $12

  Other Bank Acct  Excess/(Shortage) $1,088 $8,509 $2,952

 Total Income - All Funds $121,974 $311,070 $217,531

 Total Expense - All Funds  $29,405 $205,586 $225,409

 

Total Excess/Shortage - All Funds $92,569 $105,484 -$7,878


